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Overheard 
at

The Orchard
A Message from the Headteacher

This year has been a real testament to The Orchard Way, with pupils and staff showing
what’s possible when care, trust and belonging are at the heart of everything we do.
Whether it’s been in the classroom, the garden, during therapeutic interventions, or
simply in the day-to-day rhythm of school life, we’ve seen endless examples of our values
in action. Every small success—every step forward—has helped shape our community
into one that is safe, inclusive and focused on growth.

Our pupils have worked incredibly hard, and it’s been a joy to see their curiosity,
resilience and pride shine through. There have been too many highlights to list, but
whether you’ve taken part in a celebration day, watched our pupils present in assembly,
or witnessed a moment of quiet progress—these are the things that matter. These are the
things that last.

This term we say a very fond farewell to our Year 11s. We are so proud of who they’ve
become, and we send them off with our very best wishes for what comes next.
Remember—you’ll always be part of The Orchard.

We’re also saying goodbye to Hazel, Kayleigh, Nazli and Zara, who are moving on to new
adventures. Thank you for everything you’ve brought to the school. You’ll be greatly
missed. And we send all our best wishes to Clara and Rachel as they begin their
maternity leave—exciting times ahead!

Looking ahead to September, we’re excited to build on everything we’ve started. The
school environment will look and feel even better, with purposeful spaces that support
wellbeing, regulation and readiness to learn. Our KS3 Primary Model will take another
step forward, helping to build stronger relationships, greater consistency, and the
therapeutic foundations our learners need to thrive.

Thank you to all our families, staff, governors and supporters for walking this path with
us. The Orchard is a place where everyone matters and everyone cares—and that’s never
been clearer than it is now.

Enjoy the summer break. We’ll see you in September, ready for what’s next.

Warm wishes,

As we reach the end of another busy and brilliant year at The
Orchard, I want to take a moment to reflect on the many things we
can be proud of.



Overheard at The OrchardOverheard at The OrchardOverheard at The OrchardOverheard at The OrchardOverheard at The Orchard

Orchard Primary Update
It has been a busy summer term in Primary and we are all looking forward to the
summer break. 

It was lovely to see so many of you at the summer fayre – I hope you all enjoyed it and
that some of you won one of the great raffle prizes. 

There are a few things to tell you about for the new term in September.
 
Firstly, we have decided to change the names of the Primary classes! After a lot of
deliberation, we have agreed to change them to names of birds of prey, to tie in with
our pupils love of nature! Hopefully we will fit in a trip to see them at a bird sanctuary
next year. So the classes and their teachers will be as follows:

Falcons
Mrs Wood

Owls
Miss Bishop

Hawks
Miss Apps / Mrs Hampshire

Eagles
Miss Teear 

Secondly, in term 1, Eagles (year 6!) will be going swimming, starting on Monday 15th
September. I am hoping to get gymnastics confirmed again and will let you all know
which day it will be as soon as possible. I am also really pleased to let you know that
we have managed to secure Forest School sessions again for all classes for next year,
as we all know how much the children love their visits to see Pat at Willowbank! We
will send you more details about this after the summer break.

Finally, I have to share the sad news that Zara will be leaving us at the end of term, to
move on to pastures new.  We are so sorry to see her go and thank her for all their hard
work, but of course, we wish her every success for the future. Miss Rule also has a
change ahead as she is moving to the secondary department to be a KS3 teacher. Of
course, we are sad to lose her from Primary and secondary are lucky to have her!

We hope you all have a lovely summer and look forward to welcoming everyone back to
school in September. There will be a few other changes to look out for, so keep your
eyes peeled!

Please remember to send P.E kits in to school on the first day back!

Thank you for your ongoing support,  

Mrs Stephens
Assistant Headteacher, Primary 
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 Hugo 
Our School Dog in Training

We’re thrilled to introduce Hugo, our future
school Therapy dog, who has already
captured the hearts of staff and students
alike!

Hugo is a gentle and friendly Minature
Goldendoodle who has been visiting The
Orchard School this term as part of his
socialisation and training journey. While
he’s not quite ready to spend time directly
with pupils just yet, he’s been getting used
to the sights, sounds, and rhythms of
school life — and he’s doing brilliantly!

When he is old enough, Hugo will attend
professional training sessions to ensure he
becomes a calm, confident, and well-
behaved presence around children. Until
his training is complete and he is officially
approved for work with pupils, he’ll only be
visiting the school for short, supervised
periods and will not spend time in
classrooms with pupils. 

We know many of you are excited to meet
him properly — and we are too! We’ll
continue to share updates on Hugo’s
progress, and when the time is right, we’ll
introduce him to our school community
more fully.

In the meantime, thank you for your
support as we help Hugo become the best
school dog he can be!

Introducing......
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Introducing......

This term has been another one filled with fun, growth, and fantastic
opportunities across the Primary phase. Each class has thoroughly enjoyed
their Friday Forest School sessions at Willowbank Education. From fishing and
den building to teamwork challenges, campfires, and even playing with the
dogs—there have been so many memorable moments!

It’s been a joy for both myself and the class and Willowbank staff teams to
watch our pupils grow in confidence, patience, and collaboration during our
woodland mornings. These positive changes have been reflected back at school
too, with each group showing greater maturity and forming stronger friendships
—both within their classes and across the wider department.

Learning has taken many forms this term, and our pupils have embraced every
challenge with enthusiasm. They’ve also shown a fantastic response to our
new school values, and we’re so excited to see how much more we’ll grow
together in the next academic year!

Mrs Hampshire

Mrs Hampshire 
Phase Lead KS2

Now, as Primary Phase Lead, I'm excited to help shape the department’s future
and contribute to the wider school community.

Dear Parents and Carers, 
I've been part of Orchard for many years, primarily
within the Primary department, and have always loved
working with our incredible team and young people.
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Introducing......
Mrs Hardy
Phase Lead KS3

This is an exciting time for our community as we launch our brand-new KS3
Primary Model—a child-centred, nurturing approach designed to give every
pupil the strongest and most supportive start to their secondary journey.
Our new model has been carefully shaped around what our young people need
to thrive—consistency, connection, and creativity. Students will spend most of
their time with a key teacher in a dedicated classroom base, supported by
familiar routines and high-quality relational practice. These close relationships
are key to helping pupils feel safe, understood, and confident in their learning.
We’ve also made space for what makes learning joyful and memorable. From
fun, hands-on creative projects to exciting, enriching trips, we want every child
to experience the wonder of discovery, the joy of self-expression, and the pride
of achievement. Whether it’s working as a team on a class enterprise project or
exploring nature on an outdoor learning trip, we are committed to making
learning engaging and full of purpose.
I’m incredibly proud to be leading this next phase of development and working
alongside a dedicated team who truly believe in the power and potential of
every child. This is more than a new model—it’s a meaningful step forward in
creating a calm, inspiring and inclusive KS3 experience where every pupil can
grow, flourish, and enjoy school life to the fullest.
Thank you for your continued support. I look forward to sharing more updates
and successes with you soon!

Mrs Hardy

Dear families and carers,

It’s a real privilege to be writing to you in my new role
as KS3 Phase Lead at The Orchard School. 
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Introducing......
Mr Wicks
Phase Lead KS4

I have been teaching at The Orchard School for more than 7 years now, mainly
focused in key stages 3 and 4 but with the odd adventure into the Primary
curriculum.
As well as Phase Leader I am the school’s exams officer and also the school’s careers
lead, roles which have given me a deep appreciation of the need to provide our KS4
students with the very best opportunities for success in the next steps of their
journey through life beyond our school.
Our KS4 Qualifications curriculum model is a fairly traditional model for years 10 and
11 with students receiving tuition from teachers who are specialists in their
curriculum fields, moving around the Key Stage 4 section of the school to classroom
spaces that are purposely designed to support students toward carefully selected
qualification pathways.
The restructuring of the school, the curriculum and a greater focus on wellbeing and
personalised learning experiences for our students provides a fabulous opportunity,
enabling the KS4 Phase Team to provide our young people with fully rounded and
supported qualifications pathways that are inclusive of our wellbeing curriculum
principles, aligned with our new Mission, Vision and Values and fully integrated with
cross curricular careers and personal development outcomes. 
Our highly experienced KS4 Phase Team will be delivering a wide variety of both GCSE
and Vocational Qualifications, such as Functional Skills and work / life skills, to years
10 and 11 and providing tailored support to meet the needs of all of our students as
they approach their final assessments and exams.

I very much look forward to working with all of you all over the next year or two in
truly enabling our young people to achieve outcomes that will form a strong platform
for their futures.

Martin Wicks
MWicks@orchard.kent.sch.uk

Dear parents and carers, 

I am delighted to introduce myself as Phase Leader for our
Key Stage 4 cohort.
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CLASS OF 2025

Maxxie

Vincent

Roy

Chloe

Max

Oliver

Jack

Romanlee

Hayden

Francesca

Corey

Ryan
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On Friday 27th June this year we bade a fond farewell to our Year 11 Class of 2025.
Many of those leavers had been part of our community for more than 5 years and, as
much as we wish them all the very best for their futures, they will all be missed.

As an end of an era treat all students were given the opportunity to attend a fun filled
outing to Thorpe Park on Thursday 26th June. Along with some of the staff who have
been so significant in guiding them through their Orchard School journey the group
had an absolute blast at the popular theme park, thoroughly enjoying the thrills of the
rollercoasters and the spills of the water rides.

Farewell, Class of 2025. Wherever the next step of your journey through life leads you,
we wish you every success.

From all the staff at The Orchard School

CLASS OF 2025
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Earlier this year Structure plus worked together to create an image that could
potentially be displayed on a Raspberry Pi computer on board the International Space
Station (ISS). 
 
The class submitted their coded image of a Pokémon ball back in March. We were
later informed that the image had passed all of the criteria and that it would be
displayed somewhere above the Earth on the ISS during May 2025. We have now
received the certificate and the image was displayed aboard the ISS on 16th May 2025
at 21:04 for one minute, when the ISS was travelling above the Celtic Sea and moving
across Southern England towards the Channel. 
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Students from The Orchard School had an unforgettable day at Boonies Assault
Course, where they were put through their paces on a challenging, military-style
obstacle course. From crawling through mud to scaling walls, every student
showed incredible resilience, teamwork, and determination. It was a fantastic
opportunity to build confidence, strengthen friendships, and develop essential
life skills in a fun and energetic environment.
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Music Sharks
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Music Sharks
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Music Sharks
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Active Lifestyles
This term, our KS4 students have been working hard at Canterbury academy
gymnasium, focusing on improving various components of fitness. Students have
explored a range of training methods, including resistance training, plyometrics and
cardiovascular training. Each designed to target different areas such as strength,
endurance, flexibility, and overall fitness.

Students have followed their own programs, and shown great determination,
resilience and effort, consistently stepping out of their comfort zones to challenge
themselves physically and mentally. It's been fantastic to see their progress and
commitment to personal improvement. Well done, Year 10 and 11!
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KsENT Games

Students recently had the opportunity to attend the KSENT Games, an inclusive
sporting event that celebrates participation, teamwork, and personal development.
The day was designed to be accessible and enjoyable for all students, providing a
supportive environment where everyone could get involved.

Throughout the event, pupils took part in a wide range of sports and activities,
showing great enthusiasm, effort, and resilience. They worked hard, embraced new
challenges, and developed a variety of new skills—both individually and as part of a
team.

It was a fantastic day of sport, inclusion, and growth. Well done to all the students
who took part—you represented your school brilliantly!
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Summer Fayre
This year’s Summer Fayre was another fantastic success, filled with fun activities,
exciting stalls, delicious treats, and brilliant prizes! Thanks to the incredible support
from our school community, we raised over £600 in profit — all of which will go
directly towards our Sensory Garden Project.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came along and joined in the fun. Your
enthusiasm and generosity made the day truly special. We’d also like to extend a
special thank you to the amazing local businesses who donated such generous prizes
for our raffle — your support means the world to us!

The Summer Fayre is one of our favourite days of the year, bringing together the
whole school community — and what a wonderful community it is! If you weren’t able
to make it this time, we hope to see you next year. It’s definitely a day not to be
missed!

Miss Hampshire
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Fishing
This year has been an incredible one
for our Fishing enrichment
programme. Pupils have developed
their confidence and resilience while
learning how to use fishing
equipment, understanding seasonal
fishing methods, and embracing the
patience and focus the sport requires.
Their dedication and positive attitudes
have made them a real credit to
Fishing for Schools, the charity that
generously funds our sessions. So
much so, in fact, that we were invited
to take part in creating marketing
videos and photographs to showcase
the impact of the programme. Several
pupils bravely stepped up to be
interviewed on camera, sharing how
fishing has helped them improve their
concentration, motivation, and
confidence, all skills that continue to
grow with each session.

Miss Lloyd
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Fishing
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Fishing
A huge congratulations to one of our dedicated
pupils - Nathan - who has taken his passion for

fishing to the next level! After honing his skills over
the past couple of years through our enrichment
sessions, he recently competed in his first angling

competition outside of school, finishing an
impressive 9th out of 38 participants. An

outstanding achievement and a true testament to
his hard work and commitment! Well done Nathan!

Miss Lloyd
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raise

jpaler

raise

To bring this vision to life, we are reaching out to ask for your support.
We would be hugely grateful if  you could consider contributing towards

the project.

We appreciate any donation of materials,
equipment, plants, tools or a financial

contribution toward the construction and
maintenance of the space

jpaler
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The Kent Challenger Games was an unforgettable experience for KS3 and KS4
pupils, packed with high-energy, team-building activities that pushed them
beyond their comfort zones. From navigating a thrilling bomb disposal assault
course to tackling challenges that demanded trust, communication, and
resilience, students developed vital life skills in a fun and supportive
environment. The event not only boosted their self-belief and teamwork but
also left a lasting positive impact on their confidence and attitude back at
school—setting them up for success both now and in the future

Kent Challenger Games
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Kent Challenger Games
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Our final football fixtures of the year brought a mix of challenges and triumphs as we faced
off against Goldwyn, The Elms and Portal House. While a few matches proved tough and
ended in defeat, the team consistently showed great spirit and determination. The standout
moments came with dominant performances against Portal House, where we secured
excellent wins through teamwork and relentless pressure. Leading from the back, captain
Connor set the tone with his leadership and composure, while Charlie continued his
impressive form up front—adding to his tally and bringing his Orchard Football career total to
an incredible 16 goals so far. Special recognition goes to our Man of the Match winners:
Hadleigh for his outstanding goalkeeping and Hayden for being a relentless midfield engine.

This fixture also marked the final match for our Year 11 students—a memorable and emotional
way to end their school football journey. Their dedication, passion, and sportsmanship have
left a lasting legacy on the team.

Team: Connor, Charlie, Bobby, Davie, Charlie, Hadleigh, Kody Jay, Harry, Hayden, Max, Jack,
Corey
Manager: Kasen 
Media Team: Keenan, Charlie, Hudson 

A fantastic way to round off the season—well done to everyone involved!

Mr Easter

Overheard at The Orchard

Football Fixtures
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Football Fixtures
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After introducing our new phonics programme, Little Wandle, we had lots
of books that we could no longer use. Rather than let them go to waste,
we packed eight boxes and donated them to Books2Africa, a charity that
sends books to schools in Africa where resources are limited. We’re
pleased to know these books will now help other children enjoy reading
and learning. It’s a simple way to support education and make sure the
books continue to be used and loved.
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It is that time of year again when we say a big thank you and goodbye to our wonderful Student Voice
Leaders who have contributed and represented The Orchard School.

We had our last meeting this term where there was another full agenda:
School Repairs
School Uniform
School Equipment
Morning Routine
AOB

The Leaders were very passionate about improving the school from making the environment smart
and clean to encouraging a new uniform and having good equipment throughout the school inside
and out. The Leaders recognised and supported that a good positive start and end to the day was
very important for our students. 

Lastly and excitingly they were aware that we will be having a School Therapy Dog!

The full agenda and discussion points have been handed to our Senior Leadership Team for their
reference and action �

Our Student Voice Leaders will all receive a Certificate and Amazon Voucher…

Noah 
Kayden 
Louie-Joe 
Kasen 
Hayden 
Kane 
Renars 
Hadleigh 
Chloe 
Kasen 
Charlie 
Nathan 

Watch this space for the next academic year and who will be our new Student Voice Leaders.

Overheard at The Orchard
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A reminder that all pupils are required to wear school uniform. 

School uniform can be purchased from the office. Prices are as
follows:

Polo Shirt: £6.50
        (KS2 & KS3 - Light Blue / KS4 Navy Blue)

Jumper: £11.50
Fleece: £20

Black trousers/skirt and black shoes are also part of The Orchard
School uniform. 

S C H O O L  U N I F O R M
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Mr Alistair Hammond
Headteacher

 
Cambridge Road

Canterbury
Kent CT1 3QQ 
01227 769220

office@orchard.kent.sch.uk
www.orchard-school.com

TheOrchardSchoolCanterbury
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